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As with everything else in life, the best way to learn database searching is to practice.

This introduction to the ERIC database will help you get started.

http://www.foley.gonzaga.edu/


Getting to ERIC
from the Foley Library 

homepage

Find Articles
ÅFrequently Used Databases
ÅAll Databases A to Z
ÅDatabases by Subject

Research Guidesfor Education
ÅEducation
ÅCounselor Education
ÅSpecial Education

2

There are several ways to get to the ERIC database from the Foley Library homepage. 



Logging In

FROM OFF CAMPUS

Enter the same 

Username

And

Password

you use for  your 

GU e-mail account

-- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Log in problems? 

Contact the IT Help Desk 

helpdesk@gonzaga.edu
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ÅThe use of our databases is limited to current Gonzaga students, faculty and staff, so from

off-campus, you will be asked to log in. 

Å The username and password are the same as for your Gonzaga e-mail account. 

Å If you have trouble logging in, contact the IT help desk.

ÅA successful log in will bring you to the advanced search screen in the database you selected.



A few words about search strategy.

What search terms (keywords) will you use?
{ǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ άƪŜȅǿƻǊŘǎέ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƻǇƛŎ 
and think of similar or related terms to try.

Sample search topic with the keywordsunderlined:
What types of strategieswork to engageelementary students

in building relationships?

Other keywords/search terms for this topic might be: 

Engagement teaching methods         students

Teamwork socialization attitudes
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Selecting the right database is important, but the search terms you use also impact your results. 

Start with keywords from your topic, but think of similar or related terms, including words that are 

more specific and words that are more general. 

Tip: Place phrases like ñteaching methodsò in quotation marks to get better search results.



Sample Search (with a few refinements) 

Option: Search for a keyword 

in a specific field.
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This search strategy looks for the keyword 

ñrelationshipsò in the Descriptor or Subject 

Heading field.  

The asterisk * on ñengageò is a truncation 

device. It searches for all words starting with 

ñengageò (engage, engages, engaged, 

engagement.)

In the Search Options section, limiters have 

been selected in order to retrieve only articles 

that are:

Å Peer reviewed 

Å Published between 2007-2010.

Å Focused on Elementary Education.

-------------------------------------------------------------

Tip: Adding limits helps narrow a search, but 

adding too many limits may get no results at all. 

You will need to experiment.
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Results!

ÅClick on the article title to see the full record,

ÅPlace your cursor over the magnifying glass 

to preview the abstract.

This search strategy retrieved 113 results listed in order by relevance. Ideally, you want a search strategy 

to retrieve 30-50 results. Fortunately, there are many ways to refine a search.

Tip: You canôt judge an article by its title! Place your cursor over the magnifying glass to preview the 

abstract or click on the title to view the detailed record and  the full abstract for the article.



Tools for refining a search.

Add, remove or 

change a search  term
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Add, remove or 

change the limits

Add a Subject heading from 

the list of suggestions.

Click Show More to see 

additional headings



Looking at results ςArticle Entries

ERIC doesnôt provide full text for this article.

Click on Full Text Options to see if this article is 

available online in a different database.

Journal article entry with the

PDF Full Text of the article 

included. 
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The article title is a link to the detailed record.



Detailed ArticleRecord
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ÅFull Text  (or Full Text Options) on left

ÅDescriptors are ERIC subject  headings.

ÅThe Abstract  describes the article.

ÅAction options are listed on the right.

ÅReading the abstract helps you determine an articleôs relevance to your research.

ÅThe Descriptor field is a good place to find additional search terms to try.

Add articles you 

like to the folder
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Looking at results ςERIC Documents

This is an ERIC 

Document with

Full Text from ERIC

This ERIC Document 

isnôt in full text, but at 

300 pages, it may be 

available as a book. 

ERIC Documents can be identified by their ñEDò accession number (ED494605).

Journal articles have ERIC accession numbers that start with ñEJò (EJ891858).

ERIC Documents are special reports, conference papers, books and more.
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Detailed ERIC Document Record

Similar to a detailed article record. Look closely 

for the link to Full Text from ERIC, itôs not in the 

same place as a PDF for an article.



Folder View

Folder View 

link
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ÅThe folder you add relevant articles to is temporary. Before closing the search session, go to the

Folder, select the items you want and E-mail them to yourself or Export them to RefWorks.

ÅOption: Create a My EBSCOhost account. If you are signed in to My EBSCOhost, items you 

place in the folder will stay there, even if you close this session and donôt sign in again for weeks. 

Select 

My EBSCOhost option



¦ǎŜ 9wL/Ωǎ ¢ƘŜǎŀǳǊǳǎ  ƻŦ 5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƻǊǎ

9wL/Ωǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ
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Thesaurus? Descriptors? Huh?

ÅEach academic databases has a list of 
descriptors or subject headings.

ÅDescriptors are assigned by database editors, 
based on the content of the article. 

ÅArticles on the same subject have the same 
subject heading(s). 

Å¢ƘŜ ¢ƘŜǎŀǳǊǳǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ 9wL/Ωǎ 5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƻǊǎΦ 

ÅYou can browse the Thesaurus to find 
descriptors that fit your topic, then use them 
in your search strategy.
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Browsing for ñRelevancy 

Rankedò descriptors.

Browsing for Descriptors
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ERIC Descriptor Record

The Scope Note explains this descriptor



bƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻΧ

ÅAccess the ERIC database through Foley
ÅCreate and execute a search
ÅRefine your search and limit results
ÅSelect citations and add them to the folder
ÅLook for PDF, Full Text from ERIC or Full 

Text Options
ÅE-mail or Export the contents of the folder.
ÅBrowse the Thesaurus for Search Terms
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