
 

  

   
 

Hemmingson Center Flag Display Protocol 
Overview  
The display of international, tribal sovereignty, national, state, and other flags of institutional significance 
at Gonzaga University shall be in accord with federal and Washington state flag code and University policy, 
and with proclamations by the President of the United States, the Governor of Washington State, the 
President of the University, and any other University official so designated, in accord with the information 
below. 

The Hemmingson Center Flag Display Protocol, outlined in this procedure, is adhered to in Gonzaga 
University’s Hemmingson building to ensure proper display of international flags. 

All members of Gonzaga community, including students, faculty, staff, recognized groups, affiliated 
organizations and their members are required to follow this protocol when making flag display requests 
at this location. Requests must be from aforementioned Gonzaga community members who hold a 
passport from the country from which they are requesting the flag to be displayed or of countries that the 
United States (U.S.) Department of State issues visas for passport holders from countries or territories not 
recognized by the United Nations.  

Flags Display Standard  
In order to achieve objectivity and consistency, the international flag displays mentioned at the location 
above are intended for sovereign countries, observer states and their flags as recognized by the United 
Nations. Any display of U.S. federally recognized Indian tribes is coordinated with the Office of Tribal 
Relations – tribalrelations@gonzaga.edu. 

In accordance with the U.S. Flag Code, and in addition to the procedures outlined below, a flag of the 
United States of America will have a permanent location in the Hemmingson Rotunda. The U.S. flag will 
be placed in “spot 1” in the rotunda, defined as the first flag at the top of the rotunda stairs on the 3rd 
floor, with all other flags being placed according to the protocols, listed below, following the U.S. Flag. 

Any requests to use U.S. or International flags for alternate uses or displays should be directed to CGE 
(cge@gonzaga.edu) for review. 

Requests to Display Flags 
Individuals requesting flag displays must submit relevant information via the website request form, 
including their names and contact information, a description of the request, a pictorial depiction of the 
proposed flag, start and end date of the proposed use, and any other information the requestor considers 
necessary. If the requester wishes to provide the flag, it can be done after the approval, with the provided 
flag meeting professional quality standards (see Flag Size and Materials).  

The purpose of flag display is to honor, promote, and acknowledge Gonzaga community members and 
organizations; it is not intended for making a political statement.  
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Operational Authority for Flag Displays 
Flag display requests are subjected to review and approval by the CGE flag committee.  

Appeal of Denial 
In the event of a denial, appeals must be made to the CGE Flag Committee (cge@gonzaga.edu) in writing 
within three business days of receiving the denial. The decision of the Associate Provost of Center for 
Global Engagement will be considered final. 

Flag Size and Materials  
All flags displayed under this protocol must be of professional quality and made of materials, including 
affixation methods, that will not damage the grounds or facilities where they are displayed or pose an 
undue risk of harm to pedestrians. Additionally, the flag may not be larger in size than the United States 
flag so displayed, in compliance with the United States Flag Code. 

Display of Flags on a Stage/Platform  
For major campus ceremonies and events, three flags are used on stage: the United States flag, the State 
of Washington flag, and the University flag. From that point the flags are placed in descending order of 
importance. From the speaker’s perspective looking into the audience, the U.S. flag is located to the right 
(known as stage right or house left). The Washington State flag followed by the University flag to the left 
of the speaker (known as stage left or house right). If a flag from another nation is flown, that flag is on 
the house left to the right of the U.S. flag, as viewed by the audience.  

When a lectern is present, flags should be placed in line with or behind the lectern. 

Display Order of the Flags 
While the recommended protocol is to hang flags in an alphabetical order by their English translation, due 
to unique constraints presented by the display location in the Hemmingson rotunda, the flags will not be 
hung in a particular order. Rather, it is based on which spot is available when a flag needs to be displayed.  

Timing and Representation Accuracy 
Flag representations are updated shortly after enrollment census day each fall and spring semester. 
Therefore, please allow for occasional and brief gaps when these updates are underway. Furthermore, 
GU community members might have different nationalities unbeknownst to CGE. Employee nationality is 
not publicly available information unless they disclose it to the CGE (or through International and 
Transnational Faculty and Staff Affinity Group - ITAG under CGE). Strong effort will be made to ensure 
accurate representation. Community members are welcome to contact CGE to learn about eligibility for 
displaying their country’s flag.  
 
In the event that display capacity is insufficient to accommodate all eligible flags, flags representing 
currently enrolled Gonzaga students will take precedence. Flags representing faculty and staff will be 
included only when adequate space exists to display all eligible employee flags. The University will not 
selectively display employee flags when space limitations prevent the display of the full employee flag set. 
 


