THE CHANGING DAY IMPERATIVE

—JONATHAN JOHNSON

In the blue day

a coast breeze moves

the sun’s heat from the skin
then lets the skin warm again,
the atmosphere tuned
precisely to easy,

eye-closing joy.

Beyond the white edge

of overcast, in a day

under which nothing shines,
the water’s gray is green
from the shadow line

to the horizon, past which
wind shapes the rain.

Alone in a wooden boat,

lift the long oars,

let them drip,

and for some unmeasured time,
drift.
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