
WILLIAM E. BLAIS 
 

Fourteen years teaching basic and advanced legal writing, research, advanced trial preparation, 

collaboration skills, and criminal law. Created and taught supplemental courses in exam writing, 

bar passage, and legal methods. Twice presented to Legal Writing Institute Biennial 

conferences, with commendation in 2014. ALWD delegate in 2013. Advised and mentored a 

student journal, students’ independent research and writing. Judged moot court competitions. 

Eighteen years as a trial attorney, including appeals, administrative advocacy, and transactions. 

Judicial clerkships in both state and federal courts. 

 

Teaching Experience 
Gonzaga University School of Law, Spokane, Washington 

Visiting Professor, Legal Research and Writing 

 

Brandeis School of Law, Louisville, Kentucky 

Ralph S. Petrilli Distinguished Visiting Professor of Law 

 

Southern University Law Center, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

Assistant Professor of Legal Analysis & Writing 

 

Ave Maria School of Law, Naples, Florida 

Assistant Professor of Research, Writing and Advocacy 

 

Duke University Law School, Durham, North Carolina 

Senior Lecturing Fellow, Legal Analysis, Research and Writing 

 

DePaul University College of Law, Chicago, Illinois 

Instructor, Legal Analysis, Research and Communication 

 

Private civil practice in Illinois and Iowa 

Won verdicts in state, federal, and adversarial bankruptcy courts. Represented clients in 

arbitrations, mediations, administrative, and tax proceedings. Argued before Iowa 

Supreme Court and Illinois Appellate Court. 

 

Judicial clerkships 

Northern District of Illinois – Judge Frank M. McGarr 

Illinois Appellate Court – Justice John M. O’Connor 
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Education 
IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law, Chicago, Illinois 

Juris Doctor 1987 

Law Review; Dean’s List; Legal Writing Teaching Assistant; Judicial Extern, Northern District of 

Illinois 

 

University of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois 

A.B., English Language and Literature 1981 

Menn Prize for fiction; varsity letter in wrestling 

 

Admissions and Memberships 

Illinois bar; Iowa bar (inactive); federal trial bars in Northern and Central Districts of Illinois, 

Southern District of Iowa; Federal Court of Claims. American Bar Association, Chicago Bar 

Association. 

 

Presentations 
Speaker, A Narrative Approach to Teaching Grammar (Legal Writing Institute (LWI) Biennial 

Conference, Indianapolis, Indiana, July 2008) 

 

Speaker, Teaching the Quick-Turnaround Format, (LWI One-Day Workshop, Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana, December 2012) 

 

Speaker, Teaching the Quick-Draw Format, (LWI Biennial Conference, Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, July 2014) 


