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In this lecture, Dr. Beste argues that Catholic communities seeking justice and
prioritize action on three issues that remain overlooked. First, as a body of
yet fully understood and acknowledged the severe traumatic effects of cl
on youths’ sense of self, their capacity for freedom, and their capacity
to God, others, and themselves. Second, recognizing the ways in whi
suffer from traumatization, we need to forge an authentic way of being
gy sexual abuse survivors and supporting them in their pursuit of justice a
we need to examine how Catholic assumptions about children and norms re
passivity and obedience contributed to the phenomenon of clergy sexual abuse.
develop a revised account of what constitutes justice for children.

About Dr. Beste
Jennifer Beste is Koch Chair in Catholic Thought and Culture and Professor of Theology a
College of Saint Benedict and St. John’s University. She received her Master’s Divinity degre
from Vanderbilt Divinity School and her Ph.D. in Religious Ethics from Yale University. She is
author of College Hookup Culture and Christian Ethics: The Lives and Longings of Emerging Adults
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2018) and God and the Victim: Traumatic Intrusions on
Grace and Freedom (New York: Oxford University Press, 2007). Her research interests include
trauma theory and Christian theology; ethnography and Christian ethics; sexual ethics; feminist
ethics; and children, justice, and Catholicism.
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