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Peter C. Phan, a native of Vietnam, emigrated as a refugee to 
the U.S.A. in 1975. He earned three doctorates (in Rome and 
London) and has been awarded three honorary doctorates from 
Chicago Theological Union, the College of Our Lady of the Elms, 
and Virginia theological Seminary.  Currently he holds the Ig-
nacio Ellacuría Chair of Catholic Social Thought at Georgetown 
University. He was the first non-Anglo to be elected President 
of the Catholic Theological Society of America, which also rec-
ognized his distinguished achievement in theology by award-
ing him in 2010 the John Courtney Murray Award, the highest 
honor of the Catholic Theological Society of America. His recent 
books and scholarly articles develop a theological understanding 
of migration.
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