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In his encyclical Laudato Si, Pope Francis calls for a new awareness of the cosmic family marked by new 
levels of relationships. To do so, however, we need a new perspective in which to view our personal, social 

of our life. Any real revolution must be a revolution in consciousness. Teilhard de Chardin had a Christian 
vision of life that began with the whole of life, including God, in evolution. We will explore his vision of 
Christogenesis as a vision for a new world ahead where creative freedom and convergence will lead to 
new consciousness.

The Flannery Chair of Roman Catholic Theology is an endowed Chair gift of the late Maud and Milo Flannery of 
Spokane, to further excellence of theological study and teaching at Gonzaga University. The Flannery Lecture is 
delivered twice per year by an outstanding theologian who is invited to campus especially for the lecture.

About the Speaker: Sr. Ilia Delio,OSF 
Josephine C. Connelly Endowed Chair in Theology at Villanova University 

Ilia Delio, OSF is a Franciscan Sister of Washington D.C. and the Josephine C. Connelly Endowed 
Chair in Theology at Villanova University. Prior to Villanova, she was Director of Catholic Studies 
at Georgetown University and a Senior Research Fellow at Woodstock Theological Center, 
concentrating in the area of Science and Religion. She holds a doctorate in Pharmacology from 
Rutgers University-New Jersey Medical School and a doctorate in Historical Theology from 
Fordham University. She is the author of sixteen books including The Unbearable Wholeness of 
Being which won the Silver Nautilus Book Award (2014) and a Catholic Press Association Book 
Award in Faith and Science (2014). Her most recent book is Making All Things New: Catholicity, 

Universe (Orbis Books), of which she is the general editor. 
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