Unallowable Costs for Government Grants
The list below is not all inclusive. Individual agency and program requirements may list other "unallowable" costs. These rules may not apply to private funders.
1. Advertising for general promotion of the University, including printed materials, promotional items, memorabilia, gifts, and souvenirs
2. Advertising for recruitment purposes that includes color or is excessive in size
3. Alcoholic beverages
4. Alumni or fund-raising activities
5. Antiques

6. Bad debt write-offs

7. Charitable contributions

8. Commencement expenses

9. Cost Overruns  Any costs allocable to a particular sponsored agreement may not be shifted to other sponsored agreements in order to meet deficiencies caused by overruns or other fund considerations, to avoid restrictions imposed by law or by terms of the sponsored agreement, or for other reasons of convenience. 

10. Costs on Industry, Foreign Government or Other Non-Government Grants/Contracts  Any costs allocable to activities sponsored by industry, foreign governments or other sponsors may not be shifted to federally-sponsored agreements. 
11. Decorative objects for private offices

12. Entertainment

13. Fine/original art

14. Fines and penalties

15. First-class/business-class air travel differentials

16. Flowers

17. Gifts, prizes, and awards

18. Goods or services for personal use

19. Lobbying

20. Memberships in airline travel clubs

21. Memberships in civic, social, community organizations or country clubs

22. Faculty and exempt staff salary in excess of base rates paid by the institution. Other limitations may apply, such as the Public Health Service salary cap. 
23. Selling or marketing products or services of the University

24. Social events
