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Tips and Information for Prospective ZAG Parents

ZAG TALK is a newsletter created by the Office of Admission that offers helpful tips

and information about navigating the college selection process, as well as

be Inspired.

news and notes regarding the many activities and events here on campus.

Seniors

I hope this letter finds
you welll My colleagues and I sincerely
hope that Gonzaga remains a top col-
lege option for your son or daughter.
Over the next several months, as your
son or daughter contemplates which
institution will be the best fit, many
questions may arise. Please contact me
or my colleagues with any questions you
might have.

I 6d I|Ii ke to
important events and dates that you and
your family members should be aware of

From the filing the FAFSA. GU hopes to have
Dean of financial aid packages mailed to FAFSA
. . filets by the end of March. In the 2008-
Admi ssio B £ademic year, over 95% of our in-
To Parents of coming freshmen received financial aid.

The average financial aid package for
freshmen FAFSA filers was $22,183.

*Visiting Gonzaga: Students who have
previously visited Gonzaga often find a
follow-up visit to the University helpful
in finalizing decisions. We have several
visit opportunities available ranging
from daily tours, Gonzaga Preview
Days, and our GEL Weekend in April
for accepted students. GEL stands for
o0Gonzaga
intended to give accepted seniors an

br i n gCOPRPERL to megt qurgen Fopzgeh

students, faculty and staff. This year,
GEL will be April 17 and 18, 2010.

with regard to GOW
arrive in February if vour student has

ment process.

*Financial Aid: Our philosophy with
regard to financial aid at Gonzaga Uni-
versity is to share our resources between
merit scholarships and need-based
(grant) aid. Most of our scholarships are
based on the application for admission,
although there are a few scholarships
that require a separate application and
are due by February 1. These scholar-
ships can be accessed on our web site at
www.gonzaga.edu/scholarships. To
access need-based aid, both from the
University and from the government,
the Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) must be filed by February
1. The most efficient way to file the
FAFSA is via the web at
www.fafsa.ed.gov. We strongly encour-
age families to file the FAFSA because
0Gonzaga Funding,
grant program, can only be accessed by

alreadv been admitted in the Eatly Ac-
tion pool, or in March if your student is
accepted in the Regular Pool.

*Applying for Housing: GU has many
different housing options available for
students. The Housing Application
and Housing Deposit ($200) are not
due until May 1, but some theme halls
fill up eatly, and an eatlier application
submission may help secure a place in a
student Guchdic€ S |

*Committing to Gonzaga: If Gonzaga
is the school your son or daughter
chooses to attend, a tuition deposit of
$400 must be submitted by May 1,

2010. May 1 is the National Commit-
ment Deadline for colleges and universi-
ties. This will also trigger the registra-
tipn progess andjnfopmationgdremeour

Orientation Coordinators.

*Registration: Email will be the pri-
mary method of communication for
Gonzagads regist
registration process will begin in late
April and early
lives will be busy with AP exams, fi-
nals and high school graduations,
please help them remember to com-
plete registration as early as possible.
Students are registered in the order
information is returned.

*Orientation: As your family transi-
tions into the Gonzaga community,
we want to make sure you feel com-
fortable and ready. Although our for-

EX per i e nmakofentaion Me@ndon Brilagd Aui S

gust 27, our Orientation Coordinators
twgl begnéqlf”lt%ctrthéopghout the sum-
mer. Prepare your student 8 there will
be reading assignments!
enrol | -
Again, please let us know if we can
assist you in any way. I hope 2010 will
be a wonderful year for you and your
family, and I hope Gonzaga will be
part of that experience!

ulie McCulloh-Dean of Admission
(800) 322-2584
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http://www.gonzaga.edu/scholarships
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
http://www.gonzaga.edu/Admissions/Undergraduate-Admissions/Visit-Us/Preview-Day.asp
http://www.gonzaga.edu/Admissions/Undergraduate-Admissions/Visit-Us/Preview-Day.asp
mailto:mcculloh@gu.gonzaga.edu

From the Office
of Financial

Ai de

The Financial Aid Of-
ce says
& Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA)
now! 6 Gonzagads
the 2010-2011 FAFSA is February 1
(just around the corner)! Completing
the FAFSA by February 1 ensures that
your student is considered for all types
of aid offered at Gonzaga. Some funds
are limited and may only be awarded to
applicants who meet the FAFSA dead-
line.

Complete the FAFSA application on-
line at www.fafsa.ed.gov. Make sure you
obtain a PIN for yourself and your stu-
dent prior to beginning the application.
The PIN serves as the electronic signa-
ture and greatly speeds up the process-
ing time.

Some families delay filing the FAFSA
because they do not have their IRS in-
come tax return completed in January.
The FAFSA does collect information
from your tax return; however, you
should provide estimated figures in
order to make the priority filing date.

Financial aid offers are generally mailed
in late March for those students who
filed by February 1. Gonzag
cial aid packages are comprehensive
awards, meaning that all forms of aid
(University sponsored scholarships,
grants, federal and state need-based aid)
your student receives will be listed on

the award notice.

We know that in these uncertain eco-
nomic times the financial demands of
attending college, especially a private
university, may seen daunting. If you
have a financial circumstance that is not
addressed by the FAFSA application,
such as a recent decrease or loss in in-
come, please contact our office. We
have a team of experienced counselors
ready to assist you with any questions

rel ati
package.

ng to your

We are available Monday through Fri-
day, 9AM to 5PM to answer your ques-
tions.

Jim White
Director, Financial Aid
(800) 793-1716

Transfer Corner:
Am I a Transfer or a Freshman?

We often get questions about how high
school students are classified when tak-
ing courses at a community college or
university.

The Office of Admission distinguishes
between students who are still in high
school taking courses at their local com-
munity college or university, and stu-
dents who have graduated from high
school and are taking courses at a com-
munity college or university.

Students who have not yet graduated
from high school, must apply for ad-
mi ssion as a
application deadlines and requirements
are in effect. Such a student is also con-

ofreg

séddred dfrestimbinGvh refpdctioa n ¢ i a |
financial aid. Submitting an official
transcript to us from the college or
university attended will ensure the
coursework is evaluated for transfer of
credit. If college-level coursework is
accepted for transfer, then the student
will be considered
credit. o
date for
Students who have graduated from
high school and have taken, or are
taking, college-level courses must ap-
ply as a oOotransfer.
student has taken less than 45-quarter
or 30-semester credits, we will also
look at his or her high school course
work when making an admission deci-
sion. If the student is under 21 and
has fewer than 45-quarter or 30-
semester credits, we will use the stu-
dentds SAT or ACT

(whichever is the higher equivalent).

S

Transfer students are encouraged to
apply early in the semester preceding
their intended registration date. Ap-
plications are reviewed on a rolling
basis.

If you have questions about transfer-
rinito Gonzaga, please call or email
rm§epexp9rt, |oarf°SLrl<l:s, Adig es hr

tant Dean of Admission.
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http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
mailto:whitej@gonzaga.edu
mailto:sarles@gonzaga.edu
http://gozags.cstv.com

QUICK STATS A Note on Housing Students Prepare for Career
Registration Treks to Seattle, Portland

S Best Trucks

4-year graduation
rate: nearly 70%

The Gonzaga Community includes 24
different residence halls and apart-
ments for on-campus students.

Undergrads who re- Unless an admitted student is over 21,

. . . has lived on-campus for a time period
ceive financial aid equaling 4 semesters, or will live at .
(need and/ or merit home with an immediate famlly mem-  PACCAR graciously welcomed Gonzaga students dut-

. . . ing the Seattle Trek last year and will again in January.
ber, he or she is required to live on-

based): 95% campus and participate ina Gonzaga  The Career Center and the Gonzaga
meal plan. Alumni Mentoring Program are teaming
up to bring students some valuable
The process: Treks to premier employers in the
Gonzaga Law School Approximately 10 days after admis- Northwest next month. The 8t annual
Alumna Becomes Chief sion, students are e-mailed their Hous-  Portland Trek will take place Jan. 5 while
Justice of Washington ing passwords. These numbers are the 9t annual Seattle Trek will follow
S different from their Zagweb pass- Jan. 7-8.
upreme Court
wotds.
Barbara Madsen -(Law 0677) was sSwWormMhe Seattle and Por
in January 11, 2010 as the new Chief For information about the various grams designed to bring Gonzaga stu-
Justice of the Washington Supreme halls, please visit: dents in contact with premier employers
Court. Chief Justice Madsen was www.gonzaga.edu/oncampusliving in the Pacific Norttk
unanimously elected by her colleagues Shields, assistant director of GAMP.
in November to serve as the 55th Chief 0Students of alll ma j

Then, by May 1st, visit:

Justice of the Court. The voters A
https://zagliving.gonzaga.edu

elected Chief Justice Madsen as the
third woman to serve on the Washing-  to sign up for housing and pay the

encouraged and welcomed to participate
in the Trek Program.

ton Supreme Court in 1992, and she $200 Housing Deposit using: Through cateer fairs, networking socials

was re-clected in 1998 and 2004. as well as corporate excursions, partici-

Chief Justice Madsen, a native of Ren- 1. Your chi |l dds patihgsmdenm baee multipld oppurtangt 0 n
ton, Washington, received her undet- the brochure i n teotadevelop their ¢darged ghile atitic e p -
graduate degree from the University of  tance packet) school. Among the major employers

Washington in 1974 and earned her 2. Your chil dos #iudenrswill megt arpBeeing Gplombid s e 1
J.D. from Gonzaga University School via e-mail by the Office of Residence Sportswear, Nike, Regence, Trail Blaz-

of Law in 1977. While at Gonzaga, Life. ers, Daimler, Microsoft, Nordstrom,

Chief Justice Madsen volunteered many Redhook, Alaska Airlines, Fred Hut-

hours with the law clinic and with Spo-  x¢ your child cannot locate either of chinson Cancer Research Center,

kane Legal Services. The Chief Justice Deloitte, Port of Seattle, PACCAR,

the numbers above, please have him X ;
regularly setves as a judge at Gon- b Widmer Brothers Brewing Company

or her contact the Office of Admis-

zagabs annua | Li ”signeat”(800§§é29258M oot and many more.
Court Competition and has been as a
member of the Gonzaga Law School The Treks are an excellent and effective

**]f your child will be living at home, . .
) ) . way to bring students together with top
please submit a residency requirement .
employers and alumni from these re-

?xemption form available on the . g)ons. Whether yoy are a student who is
oForms q and Pliu' b1 i G @dedd & B sthingRo?‘tlge Grekd dr
www.gonzaga.edu/oncampusliving. an alum, parent or friend who wishes to
F EBRUARY 1, 2009 ‘ 4 . participate in this exciting program,
Please direct questions about housing  please contact the GAMP office at
DEADLINE TO APPLY FOR to the Office of Residence Life at (509) 313-4048 or by e-mail.
ADMISSION AND (800) 986-9585, ext. 4103 and ques-

FILING THE FAFSA tions concerning the housing deposit  For more information about these Treks
to the Office of Admission at (800)  or those in other cities, visit the following
322-2584. Web site or contact GAMP.

Advisory Board.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR



http://bit.ly/68QFGa
mailto:gamp@gonzaga.edu
http://bit.ly/68QFGa
mailto:gamp@gonzaga.edu
http://www.gonzaga.edu/oncampusliving
https://zagliving.gonzaga.edu/
http://www.gonzaga.edu/oncampusliving
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Mission of Service

Philadelphia wit

people whose back-

grounds are strikingly different from
By Andrea Woods mine. And though I live in North
Class of 2009 Philadelphia, would easily qualify for

PHILADELPHIA & A Gonzaga profes- food stamps, and live at the mercy of

sor told me one sentence that changed

his life. And then it changed mine. not

ety.
the

Cer

The streets of Philadelphia.

public transportation, their reality is

one I can fully understand. I am

merely a student of this city and soci-

I am learning how cruelly unfair
wortld can be, but from the com-

fortable place where I can still buy a
latte and take a warm shower as winter
grows colder.| 6 m begi nn
stand how little I may ever actually
understand.

tainly I have known disappoint-

ment, anxiety, and heartbreak like so
many people I serve. I have not
known the rumble of a desperately

hungry stomach, or the desolate time-

OEveryone you wiljg

nite worth.o fecl

ne§s ¥ & Ifrisorpggl,%rthowtﬁ as

s to be overlooked because I was

These words so petfectly embody my poort, dangerous or different. Yet I
Gonzaga education. Thanks to my Jesuit marvel, with every step, at the strength
schooling, I am forever altered, given a  and resilience of the human spirit.

new framework from which to view the As the air chills. the ni
¥ bl .

world | t 6s a framewo [oriéer, Andthe Woﬁ]dlayscall_;broa%h\,/ite ry

becomes more significant to remem-

person is inherently valuable, and any-
thing is possible. It is because of Gon- ber
zaga, this professor, and so many impot-
tant moments built into my last four
years, that I now live in Philadelphia as a
Jesuit Volunteer with the Jesuit Volun-
teer Corps.

s€e

ghts grow

the poor and marginal-

ized. Whether by offering a warm
meal or an attentive ear, Christmas-
time challenges us to slow down and

how 0 in many small, significant

ways O we can be men and women for

My life is unlike ever before. Working others.

for a group called Witness to Innocence,

Now, I slip up sometimes. Too many

I support men who were innocent but snooze buttons a

sentenced to death through wrongful at
convictions, but eventually exonerated

McDonal dds i n

home. I frequently apologize to home-

and freed. In knowing them,lamhum- | e s s men t hat |

bled to simply listen 0 an adjustment

from my role as G¢

president when I was frequently handed
a microphone. Now I hear of suffering,
blatant injustice, torture, and loss 0 life
stories that are infuriating, extraordinary,
and true. And they come from the
mouths of men who have practiced
more forgiveness, survived more de-

nt

spair, and exuded more grace than any-

change. My big service challenge this

month is a trip to F

Row where | will be

Christmas visitor O though he is a com-

plete stranger.| 6 m ner vous fo

to the prison this weekend but know

enough men whoodove |

that I believe in its value. Who knows

what wedl |l talk abot
|

offerhim.But | 811 start
honor the fact that 8 despite his situa-
tion O this man too is inherently wot-
thy. Whether we have much of anything
I iMc@mmbnphe atd deédth-partici-
pants in this astounding gig on planet
earth. And, for now, that is enough.

Gonzaga taught me that. And | 6 m |
ing more every day.

nfi

Jesuit Volunteer
Corps Logo

Andrea Woods (0609)
zaga Student Body Association, and was Gon-
zagabs first Rhodes
Honors student, she also was an Ambassador

and resident assistant. She won the Ignatian

Spirit Award last May and played in the wind

ensemble, chamber, and symphony orchestra

n&?s%ta%éﬁz%' ods Yarhed e if of f e
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one | 3V e Teei sdn knkwh O e‘a.\X/ood's, 22009 Gonzagg alumna, with "
. ~ . reddic Lee Pitts, a former Florida Des&l: ow n.
what It O0s i ke t Oinmite &h6 bhs bech efbn¥rakedSWookk' ige and f
ten. These men are inﬁnitely worthy. service challenge for this month is a trip to
.. . . . Pennsyl vani ads Death
In my visits to jails, my meetings with prisonerds ondiougChhici st mas UNIVERSITY

re-entering prisoners, and even my walks  a complete stranger to Woods.
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Ho Ho Ho, Zag Debaters
Ranked No. 7 in Nation

Dateline: 12/08/2009

GONZAGA UNIVERSITY NEWS
RELEASE

Dale Goodwin, Director

Peter Tormey, Associate Director

Gonzaga University debaters will have a
holly-jolly Christmas this year, joyous
and grateful that their hard work during
fall semester has resulted in being
ranked the No. 7 best team in the nation
by the National Debate Tournament.

Most recently, junior Leah Moczulski
and sophomore Paul Kanellopoulos
won five of the six preliminary rounds
to advance to eliminations in the Frank-
lin R. Shirley Classic, hosted by Wake
Forest University Nov. 21-23. The pair
defeated the Longhorns from the Uni-
versity of Texas to make it to the final
16 of 145 teams competing in the tour-
ney.

Earlier in November, the team brought
home nine awards at a district tourna-
ment hosted by Whitman College in
Walla Walla. Freshmen Alexis DiSanza
and Tim Harper won all of their prelimi-
nary rounds, rare for a freshman team,
and advanced to the quarterfinals as the
No. 2 seed overall before losing in a split
decision to a Whitman team.

Moczulski and Kanellopoulos and the
Zags0O0 team of
Abraham Corrigan defeated two other

Whitman teams on unanimous decisions

Second Year For Martin
Native American Scholarship

The Charlotte Y. Martin Native Ameri-
can Scholarship was established by the
Chatlotte Y. Martin Foundation at Gon-
zaga University to honor outstanding
Native American students seeking to
pursue their college degree at Gonzaga.

Chatlotte Y. Martin was a native of
Montana and a beloved benefactor of
Gonzaga.

seni

Freshman (with a 3.1 GPA and higher)
and transfer students (with a 3.0 GPA
and higher) who are enrolled in a fed-
eral and/or state recognized tribe are
welcome to apply for the $5,000 per
year scholarship by February 1.

To apply and learn more visit:

Martin Native American Scholarship

in the semifinals to capture first- and
second-place in the varsity division.
When two teams from the same
school meet in the finals, as was the 1
case in this tournament, no debate 2
occurs. First place was awarded to the 3
higher-seeded team of Moczulski and 4
Kanellopoulos; Joseph and Corrigan 5
(technically) placed second. 6
7
8
9

Gonzaga debaters also captured five

of the top six individual speaker

awards and Moczulski was named the
tournament 6s topi

0Thi s has been
the team, 6 said
team captain.

which gives us momentum for going
into the second

Following are the most recent NDT
National Rankings.

. Northwestern University

. Emory University

. Liberty University

. University of California 0 Berkeley

. University of Kansas

. University of Oklahoma

. Gonzaga University

. Kansas State University

. Missouri State University

O.g-grslt Ugiyessity s peaker .

1. Binghamton University

a 12.gUFliVé:rgt§f of \)ge%?ﬁigr%'at er
PoosompMh

o Wt Upiyerpjty o Tigxas @Dallasy o n g |

15. Baylor University

0. Minleigan StarerUnivgrsity

for
son UBSHity a ga s

17. University of Southern California

Earlier in the season, Corrigan and
Joseph were undefeated (7-0) at the
University of Nevada-Las Vegas
Round Robin where they were named
the top two speakers. In addition,
Gonzaga debaters Jim Sydnor and
Andrew Myers received second place
at the James M. Rupp Debates hosted
by Idaho State University. The debat-
ing Zags look forward to the rest of
the season when spring semester starts
in mid-January.

0The team has

ter and it has really put us where we
want to be heading into the spring
semester, 6 Moczu
Joserg

ors James

18. University of Georgia

19. University of Texas (Austin)

20. Harvard University

21. University of Central Oklahoma
22. Wake Forest University

23. California State University & Fuller-
ton

24. Mary Washington University
25. James Madison University

Gonzaga Debate Team

Front Row (from left): Paul Kanellopoulos, Tim
Harper, Alexis DiSanza,leah Moczulski, Karina
Momary, Izak Dunn (coach), James Joseph. Back
Row (from left): Jim Sydnor, Andrew Myers, Abe
Corrigan, Glen Frappier (coach), Steve Pointer
(coach), JW Trull. Not pictured: Chatles Olney
(coach), Chris Zhang.

SCHOLARSHIP SEARCH

Check out...

www.fastweb.com
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Gonzaga to Join Major 0Students acr 0SS thdn{padd te fasuofithe ketyn pudiffir® r €

Nati 1Sci talking about science and thinking and characterizing their phage and ex-
ational science about the r esear gabingitsDNA. Bedveereternth,éhé n g, 0
Education Effort says Tuajuanda J pufifidd®DNA is s&HEAS pint Gd- I e C -
Howard Hughes Medical Institute tor S owe are hel @omenhgtitgite—bos Pbamds Nagong U poa
. generation of students who love re- Laboratory in New Mexico, where it is
Invites Gonzaga, 11 Other Schools e 3t ¢ h and want feqenchiglicde m®nd &rmithe st | S t
to Join Science Education Alliance to dents receive files containing their iso-
Engage Students in Scientific Dis- Peter J. Bruns, HamMedsphagedpr PHNAdS
covery on a National Scale for grants and Specjal programs, said dents then use bioinformatics tools to
the program will translate into signifi- analyze and annotate the genomes from
cant opportunities for Gonzaga sci- their phage.

ence students and faculty to engage in
hands-on research involving cutting- Al t hough many of Gor
edge science. labs have inquiry-based projects, this

Phage Genomics course presents an
OBeyond t he o0pp o eppottunity to fung &b cdumerbuilth e g i n -

ning students to be involved in au- entirely around a real discovery-focused
thentic discovery, a real strength of project, said Kirk Anders, associate pro-
the SEA is the partnership of the fessor of biology at Gonzaga.
member schools, ® Bruns sai d. 0The
Gonzaga science faculty and students will be faculty members are helping each 0 We anti ci pate t hat
among hundreds of students and faculty at 35 other and the communication among  be high. Students in this course will be-
other large universities and small colleges nation-  thep is really important. That sharing  come immersed in modern genomic
wide engaging their students in scientific discov- ¢ o 11106 and ideas is a novel and analysis and bioinformatics, which will

ery on a national scale. Photo by Kirk Hirota.

exciting devel opmextelent tdols to have for their fu-
ture studies, 6 Ander
SPOKANE, Wash. 0 The Howard Gonzaga biology Professor Nancy
Hughes Medical Institute today an- Staub said the news is of major signifi- Students in the SEA course say they
nounced it has invited Gonzaga Univer- cance f or Gonz a g Badbeenhdpiedbptlg yppothdig @ r t -

sity and 11 other colleges and universic ~ ment and t he Uni do&ahds-dnbcigne SeseaklG whie facc € S |
ties to join 24 schools in the Science general. ulty who teach the classes say helping
Education Alliance, a national experi- students embrace the creativity of real
ment that aims to change the future of 00One of the r eas @spaghhyyddgedghe waxtlerlaoke d
undergraduate science education. about this opportunity is that it will at teaching.

enhance our efforts to recruit and re-
Gonzaga science faculty and students tain 2 more diverse group of students 0 One of our goal s ir

will be among hundreds of studentsand i n bi ol ogy, 6 St a ttubentsSlearn hdw to s@vAteysteies € N O t
faculty at 35 other large universities and  only ones that get attacked by viruses;  about the natural world. This is what

small colleges nationwide engaging their  bacteria suffer from viral infections science is,0 Anders
students in scientific discovery ona na-  too. This yeatlong lab sequence fo- puts real discovery and problem-solving
tional scale. HHMI created the SEA in cuses on isolating and sequencing the  right up front. Our hope is that all the
2007, hoping it would become a re- DNA of bacteriophages (viruses that  students who take this course will be
source for science educators. Faculty infect bacteria). The phages will be inspired to get involved with more re-
participating in the SEA work together | s ol at ed from | osaadrebilatsampbersoo
to deliver innovative science education
programs and bring the excitement of Participating schools, which are cho- At Gonzaga, this course will run parallel
doing science directly to students in a sen through national competitions, to the cell biology and genet-
novel, collaborative way. generally offer the course as a substi- ics/evolution lab courses, Anders said.
tute for an introductory biology lab 0Students will have
HHMI has committed $4 million over class. In the first term, beginning col-  apply prior to registration in the spring.
four years to the first Alliance program & lege students isolate phage from lo- It will be an exceptional chance for stu-
the National Genomics Research Initia-  cally collected environmental samples.  dents to contribute to a genomic re-
tive. It is a two-part, yearlong course Given the diversity of these viruses, search project eatly in their college ca-
that enables students to make real dis- each one is almost certain to be reer, 6 Anders said.

coveries by doing research on bacterial ~ unique, so the students get to name
viruses, called phage. their newly identified life form. They The pr ogram compl e me

6



current grant from the HHMI; in April
2008, HHMI announced Gonzaga was
among 48 of the
graduate institutions that will share $60
million from HHMI to help usher in a
new era of science education in the
Unit ed
from the HHMI Undergraduate Science
Education Program totaled $1.2 million
and is expected
science programs and nearly triple re-
search opportunities for undergraduates.

Melinda Harrison, a chemistry professor
at Cabrini College, a small Catholic lib-
eral arts college in Radnor, Pa., said the
course has been well received at Cabrini,
which began teaching it in fall 2009.

0lt wasndot even
and the students were working inde-
pendently, doing things on their own. I
dondt normally
chemistry |l abs, 6
really cool about it is there are endless
possibilities. There is not one outcome
t hat everyone

Faculty excitement in the program is
borne out by data collected by the first
12 schools that joined the SEA in 2008-
2009, the
ticipants in the SEA course were more
likely to complete the class than students
in other labs for introductory biology
students. Only 2-to-5 percent of stu-
dents dropped out compared to school-
wide averages of 14 percent. Addition-
ally, the SEA students did better in the
introductory biology classes by an aver-
age of six (of 100) points possible com-
pared to other students not taking the
SEA course. Those gains held up across
the board, no matter whether the stu-
dents were honors or at-risk, biology
majors or those who have not yet de-
clared a major.

Gonzaga and the other 11 new SEA
colleges and universities chosen for the
program through a competitive applica-
tion process will begin offering the
course in fall 2010. HHMI provides re-
search and laboratory materials along
with support from Jordan and a dedi-
cated HHMI staff.
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Four other colleges will join the SEA
as associate membets and will attend

to implement this research experience
in laboratory classes on their cam-
puses.
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lege in the country to become an asso-
ciate member of the Alliance. Queens-
borough was initially attracted to the
SEA project because it is so different
from
thing that was most appealing to me
was that our students will participate
in a nationwide authentic research
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That support network is an important
part of the Alliance, Bruns says, noting
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this current academic year to match
new schools with those that had al-
ready been through the program. The
new faculty say it is valuable to be able

the class with questions about every-
thing from troubleshooting a problem
with their phage preparations to using
bioinformatics tools. There is also an
active Web site that allows faculty
members and students to share ques-

tions and ideas, successes and set-
backs.
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gram as they go to make the lab in-
structions better and lower the materi-
als costs, 6 Brun
protocols are different now, not be-
cause we changed them but because
the participants

Lehigh University biology Professor
Vassie Ware tries to foster a similarly
supportive atmosphere among stu-
dents in her SEA class and the biology
department, which offered the SEA
course for the first time in fall 2009.
For example, the students received
help from graduate students and fac-

are as follows:

Baylor University, Waco, Texas
Bucknell University, Lewisburg, Pa.

Gonzaga University, Spokane, Wash.

Jacksonville State University, Jackson-
ville, Ala.
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ham, N.C.

University of Texas-El Paso

University of Wisconsin-River Falls
Virginia Commonwealth U., Richmond,
Va.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS
Brooklyn College, N.Y.

pr ogr amtdtsmn th firofessots who ave taughy e @liege of Pharleston, Charleston, S.C.

Queensborough Community College,
New York City

University of California-Davis, Davis,
Calif.

For more information, please contact
Professor Staub at (509) 313-6636 or
Professor Anders at 313-5933.
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http://www.gonzaga.edu/News-and-Events/newsdetail.asp?EventID=3957

